
NEW YORK STATE SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 

BLUE ENVELOPE PROGRAM 
There are many adult drivers who are living with autism or similar issues. A 
driver’s physical movements or verbal responses which would normally be 
appropriate during a traffic stop may be beyond an autistic driver’s control. 
There have been some unfortunate incidents where, during a traffic stop of a 
person with autism, the officer has misinterpreted the driver’s movements, or 
the driver's failure to appropriately respond to requests or to directions.  This 
has sometimes led to an escalation of the situation by the officer, and a bad 
outcome.  

To address this problem, law enforcement agencies around the country have 
recently begun adopting the BLUE ENVELOPE program (including two Sheriff’s 
Offices in New York). Working with local autism organizations they are 
encouraging drivers with autism to obtain a BLUE ENVELOPE, in which the 
drivers can keep their license, registration, insurance card or other relevant 
documents, which a police officer would normally request upon a traffic stop. 
In this way, when the police officer sees the BLUE ENVELOPE, the officer is 
immediately alerted to the driver’s autism and can adjust his or her own actions 
and reactions to fit that situation. 

The Executive Committee of the New York State Sheriff's Association has 
adopted the BLUE ENVELOPE program as a statewide program of the Sheriff's 
Association. The Association will hold a press conference in Albany at 10:30 AM  
January 16 to roll out the program. We are encouraging each Sheriff’s Office to 
also hold a press conference or media event on the same day, or soon 
thereafter, to roll out the program in their county (or, if a media event is not 
feasible, to at least issue a press statement and post information about the 
program on all their social media platforms). 

In the hope that you will adopt this program in your county, and to expedite the 
process, we have sent you this supply of BLUE ENVELOPES, so you will have 
them on hand for the January 16 roll out. (If you do not wish to participate in the 
program, would you please hold on to the envelopes and return them to us the 
next time we see you, or sometime give them to a neighboring Sheriff who is 
participating in the program). 

We will email more information on the program and some guidance for initiating 
it in your county in a few days.  In the meantime, please call Jim Bowers at the 
Association office if you have questions.  518 434-9091 


